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Today, on board a boat, | saw a gentleman who had
purchased twelve Negroes in different parts of Kentucky and
was taking them to a farm in the South. They were chained
six and six together. A small iron chain was around the left
wrist of each so that the Negroes were strung together
precisely like so many fish upon a trot-line. In this condition
they were being separated forever from the scenes of their
childhood, their friends, their fathers and mothers, and
brothers and sisters, and many of them, from their wives and
children, and going into perpetual slavery. . .yet amid all
these distressing circumstances . . . they were the most
cheerful and apparently happy creatures on board. One,
whose offense for which he had been sold was over-
fondness for his wife, played the fiddle almost continually;
and the others danced, sung, cracked jokes, and played
various games with cards from day to day. How true itis
that “God renders the worst of human conditions tolerable. .
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Vocabulary
Renders: makes

Source: Abraham Lincoln, writing in a letter to Mary Speed, a
personal friend, September 27, 1841.
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